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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 0972 
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TAGS: PFOR, AF, PK 

SUB J : CONCERN IN KABUL ON AFGHAN-PAK SITUATION 

REF: KABUL 0956 

1. DESPITE HEIGHTENED SENSE OF MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) 
DIFFICULT TO DISCERN ANY PERCOLATION OF THIS TO OTHER ELEMENTS 
OF AFGHAN GOVERNMENT (GOA) MILITARY OR TO CITY OF KABUL. THE 
FRIDAY SCENE HERE (FEB. 14) SHOWED NO ELEMENT OF TENSION OR 
UNCERTAINTY. AND IN PARTICULAR WE NOTED NO RPT. NO SPECIAL 
TRAFFIC NOR SECURITY MEASSSURES AT PRESIDENTIAL PALACE NOR 
DEFENSE MINISTRY. 

2. GOA DID TAKE UNUSAL STEP OF RELEASINGHOFFICIAL GOVERNMENT 
COMMUNIQUE DURING EVENING NEWSCAST FEB. 13. (MOST SIMILAR 
PRONOUNCEMZNTS ARE BILLED AS "AN MFA SPOKESMAN REPLYING TO 
QUESTION BY BAKTAR NEWS AGENCY REPORTER SAID ETC..") COMMUNIQUE 
GENERALLY REITERATION OF GOA'S CONCERN OVER EVENTS IN PASHTUNISTAN- 
BALUCHISTAN, WHICH WHILE "DEPLORING ANY KIND OF ASSASSINATION 

AND VIOLENCE CONDEMNS PAKISTANI "OPRESSIVE, UNJUST 
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COMMUNIQUE CONTINUES THAT "PAKISTANI GOVERNMZNT BEARS SOLE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONSEQUENCES OF THIS CRITICALGITUATION" 

AND THAT ACTION OF GOP SURELY WILL "STRENGTHEN RESOLVE 
OF DISSIDENTS. STATEMENT ENDS WITH ASSERTION AFGHANISTAN 
"CANNOT REMAIN UNCONCERNED AT THE EVENTS TAKING PLACE IN 
AREA. 

3. PAK EMBASSY CONTACTS HAVE TOLD DATT THAT GOA HWS 
BEEFED UP PROTECTION OF PAK CHANCERY AND PERSONNEL. THIS 
POSSIBLY IN ANSWER TO EXPECTATION, APPARENTLY SHARED BY BOTH 
PAKS AND AFGHANS HERE IN KABUL, THAT SOME NEW "REFUGEES" 

CAN BE EXPECTED TO MAKE THEIR WAY FROM PAKISTAN INTO AFGHAN- 
ISTAN. THESE WILL NE N.A.P. ADHERENTS WHO HAVE SO FAR 
ESCAPED PAK AND POSSIBLY BEAAR GRUDGE AGAINST GOP. SAME 
INFORMANTS BELIEVED "TROOP BULDUP" ALLEGED BY AFGHANISTAN MAY 
HAVE BEEN RESULT OF BHUTTO BUILDUP OF FEDERAL SECURITY FORCES 
(NOT MILITARY FORCES) IN NWFP AREA. 

4. FOR TIME BEING, WE CONTINUE TO FEEL PER PARA 8 REFTEL 

THAT WHILE WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO WATCH THE SITUATION CLOSELY, 
THE AFGHAN MFA IS PURSUING TACTICS AND PLOYS WHICH NEED 
NOT BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY IN THEMSELVES BY USG UNLESS AND 
UNTIL WE DETECT CHANGE IN WHAT APPEARS TO BE USUAL 
MILITARY SECURITY SITUATION IN KABUL AND IN BORDER AREAS. 
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